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THE THREE ANGELS OF REVELATION 14
(Part 9 of 12)

THE INVESTIGATIVE JUDGMENT

The 2300 Days of Dan. 8:14
1.
Dan. 9;20, 21. Gabriel appeared while Daniel was praying. P.K. 556.
2.
Dan. 9:22, 23. Came to give understanding. Daniel told to consider the vision.
3.
Dan. 9:24. Gabriel begins where he left off in Dan. 8:26, and explains the 2300 days. P.K. 556.
4.
Dan. 9:25. The period begins with the command to restore and build Jerusalem.
5.
Ezra 6:14. It took three kings to complete the decree. G.C. 326, 327.
6.
Ezra 1:1-4. The first part given by Cyrus 536 B.C. P.K. 558-578.
7.
Ezra 6:1-12. The second part given by Darius, the Persian. P.K. 578-609.
8.
Ezra 7:11-27. Artaxerxes completed the decree in 457 B.C. It required 79 years to complete the
decree. P.K. 610-617.
9.
Ezra 7:9. Nearly half of the year passed before the decree reached Jerusalem. It was 456 1-2
before the decree went into effect. G.C. 327, 398, 399.
10.
Dan. 9:25. The 2300 days began when the decree went in to effect 456 B.C.; 70 weeks, or 490
years, were determined, or cut off for the Jews. The six definite things mentioned were all fulfilled
by Christ within the 70 weeks. His death sealed the vision. He was anointed at His baptism, the
heavenly sanctuary was anointed before Christ entered it with His blood to fulfill the type. Ex.
40:9-11.
11.
Dan. 9:25. The 70 weeks were divided into seven, sixty-two, and one week. P.K. 698-700.
12.
Num. 14:34; Eze. 4:6, margin. A day of prophetic time equals a year.
13.
Gen. 29:27. Seven years equal a week of symbolic time.
14.
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Dan. 9:25. Seven weeks and 62 weeks, or 483 years, reached to Messiah.
15.
Subtracting 456 years from 483, leaves 27 A.D., the date for the Messiah. G.C. 327, 328.
16.
John 1:41, margin. The Hebrew word Messiah in English is anointed; the 483 years reached to
the Anointed One.
17.
Acts 10:38. Jesus was anointed with the Holy Ghost. {1919 SNH, BHB 46.8}
18.
Luke 3:21, 22. This anointing took place at the baptism of Christ, A.D. 27. D.A. 111, 112.
19.
Mark 1:9-15. Jesus, as He entered upon His ministry, announced that "the time was fulfilled." G.C.
327.
20.
Dan. 9:26, 27. In the midst of the 70th week, Messiah "was to be cut off," and "cause the sacrifice
to cease."
21.
Dan. 9:27. He was to confirm the covenant for one week, and yet be cut off in the midst of the
week. D.A. 233.
22.
Heb. 2:3. The Saviour taught the first part of the week, and His followers the last part.
23.
Luke 24:47. According to Christ's instruction, the disciples confined their labors to Jerusalem for 3
1-2 years after the crucifixion. G.C. 327.
24.
Acts 8:1-4. After the rejection of the gospel and the stoning of Stephen, the disciples went
everywhere preaching the word. This was A.D. 34, the end of the 70 weeks. The gospel was no
longer confined to the Jews. Seventy weeks, or 490 years, taken from the 2300 days, leaves 1810
years. The 70 weeks ended A.D. 34; 1810 added to A.D. 34 brings us to the autumn of 1844.
25.
Dan. 8:14. In the autumn of 1844, at the end of the 2300 days, the cleansing of the heavenly
sanctuary, or the investigative judgment, began in the heavenly sanctuary. G.C. 486.

THE INVESTIGATIVE JUDGMENT
{4SP 1884}
"I Beheld," says the prophet Daniel, "till the thrones were cast down, and the Ancient of days
did sit, whose garment was white as snow, and the hair of his head like the pure wool; his throne
was like the fiery flame, and his wheels as burning fire. A fiery stream issued and came forth from
before him; thousand thousands ministered unto him, and ten thousand times ten thousand stood
before him; the Judgment was set, and the books were opened." "And, behold, one like the Son of
man came with the clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient of days, and they brought him near
before him. And there was given him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all people, nations,
and languages should serve him; his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass
away." [Daniel 7:9, 10, 13, 14.]
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Thus was presented to the prophet's vision the opening of the investigative Judgment.
The coming of Christ here described is not his second coming to the earth.
He comes to the Ancient of days in Heaven to receive dominion, and glory, and a kingdom,
which will be given him at the close of his mediatorial work. It is this coming, and not his second
advent to the earth, that was foretold in prophecy to take place at the termination of the 2300
days, in 1844. Attended by a cloud of heavenly angels, our great High Priest enters the holy of
holies, and there appears in the presence of God to engage in the last acts of his ministration in
behalf of man,--to perform the work of investigative Judgment, and to make an atonement for all
who are shown to be entitled to its benefits.
"The dead were judged," says John, "out of those things which were written in the books,
according to their works." [Revelation 20:12.] Angels of God have kept a faithful record of the lives
of all, and they are to be judged according to their deeds. In view of this Judgment, Peter exhorted
the men of Israel: "Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, when
the times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord; and he shall send Jesus,"
"whom the heaven must receive until the times of restitution of all things, which God hath spoken
by the mouth of all his holy prophets since the world began." [Acts 3:19-21.]
Christ himself declares: "He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white raiment; and I
will not blot out his name out of the book of life, but I will confess his name before my Father, and
before his angels." [Revelation 3:5.] Again he said to his disciples: "Whosoever therefore shall
confess me before men, him will I confess also before my Father which is in Heaven. But
whosoever shall deny me before men, him will I also deny before my Father which is in Heaven."
[Matthew 10:32, 33.]
The lives of all who have believed on Jesus pass in solemn review before God.
Beginning with those who first lived upon the earth, our Advocate examines the cases of each
successive generation, and closes with the living. Every name is mentioned, every case closely
investigated. Names are accepted, names rejected. From age to age, all who have truly repented
of sin, and by faith claimed the blood of Christ as their atoning sacrifice, have had pardon written
against their names in the books of Heaven, and in the closing work of Judgment their sins are
blotted out, and they themselves are accounted worthy of eternal life.
The deepest interest manifested among men in the decisions of earthly tribunals but faintly
represents the interest evinced in the heavenly courts when the names entered in the book of life
come up in review before the Judge of all the earth. The divine Intercessor presents the plea that
all who from among the fallen sons of men have overcome through faith in his blood, be forgiven
their transgressions, that they be restored to their Eden home, and crowned as joint-heirs with
himself to the "first dominion." [Micah 4:8.]
Satan, in his efforts to deceive and tempt our race, had thought to frustrate the divine plan in
man's creation; but Christ now asks that this plan be carried into effect as if man had never fallen.
He asks for his people not only pardon and justification, full and complete, but a share in his glory
and a seat upon his throne.
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While Jesus is pleading for the subjects of his grace, Satan accuses them before God as
transgressors. The great deceiver has sought to lead them into skepticism, to cause them to lose
confidence in God, to separate from his love, and to break his law. Now he points to their
defective characters, to their unlikeness to Christ which has dishonored their Redeemer, to all the
sins which he has tempted them to commit, and because of these he claims them as his subjects.

Jesus does not excuse their sins, but shows their penitence and faith, and, claiming for them
forgiveness, he lifts his wounded hands before the Father and the holy angels, saying, "I know
them by name. I have graven them on the palms of my hands. 'The sacrifices of God are a broken
spirit; a broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not despise.'" [Psalm 51:17.]
And to the accuser of his people he declares, "The Lord rebuke thee, O Satan; even the Lord that
hath chosen Jerusalem rebuke thee. Is not this a brand plucked out of the fire?" [Zechariah 3:2.]
Christ will place his own signet upon his faithful ones, that he may present them to his Father "a
glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing." Their names stand enrolled in the
book of life, and concerning them it is written, "They shall walk with me in white; for they are
worthy."
Those who are owned and approved of God are not therefore recognized and honored by the
world.
The very names that are taken upon the lips of Jesus as belonging to his own sons and
daughters, joint-heirs with the King of glory, honored among the heavenly angels, are often those
that are spoken with contempt and mockery by the ungodly. Steadfast souls whom Jesus delights
to honor are for his sake defamed, imprisoned, mobbed, hunted, and slain. God's people must live
by faith. They must look over into the great beyond, and choose divine honors and the
recompense of the reward above every earthly gain or preferment.
While probation continues, they must expect that the world will know them not, "because it knew
Him not."
Great and small, high and low, rich and poor, are to be judged "out of those things which were
written in the books, according to their works." Day after day, passing into eternity, bears its
burden of records for the books of Heaven. Words once spoken, deeds once done, can never be
recalled. Angels of God have registered both the good and the evil. The mightiest conqueror upon
the earth cannot call back the record of even a single day. Our acts, our words, even our most
secret motives, all have their weight in deciding our destiny for weal or woe. Though they may be
forgotten by us, they will bear their testimony to justify or condemn.
They go before us to the Judgment.
The use made of every talent will be scrutinized.
Have we improved the capital intrusted us of God?
Will the Lord at his coming receive his own with usury?
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No value is attached to the mere profession of faith in Christ;
nothing is counted as genuine but that love which is shown by works.
As the features of the countenance are reproduced with marvelous exactness in the camera of
the artist, so is the character faithfully delineated in the books above. If Christians were as
solicitous to stand faultless in the heavenly records as they are to be represented without a
blemish in the picture, how different would their life-history appear.
Could the vail which separates the visible from the invisible world be swept back, and the
children of men behold an angel recording every word and deed to meet them again in the
Judgment, how many words that are daily uttered would remain unspoken; how many deeds
would remain undone. When all the details of life appear in the books that never contain a false
entry, many will find too late that the record testifies against them. There their hidden selfishness
stands revealed. There is the record of unfulfilled duties to their fellow-men, of forgetfulness of the
Saviour's claims.
There they will see how often were given to Satan the time, thought, and strength that
belonged to Christ. Sad is the record which angels bear to Heaven. Intelligent beings, professed
followers of Christ, are absorbed in the acquirement of worldly possessions or the enjoyment of
earthly pleasures. Money, time, and strength are sacrificed for display and self-indulgence; but
few are the moments devoted to prayer, to the searching of the Scriptures, to humiliation of soul
and confession of sin.
Satan invents unnumbered schemes to occupy our minds that they may not dwell upon the
very work with which we ought to be best acquainted. The arch-deceiver hates the great truths
that bring to view an atoning sacrifice and an all-powerful Mediator. He knows that with him
everything now depends on his diverting minds from Jesus and his truth.
Those who would share the benefits of the Saviour's mediation should permit nothing to
interfere with their duty to perfect holiness in the fear of God. The hours heretofore given to
pleasure, to display, or to gain-seeking, should now be devoted to an earnest, prayerful study of
the word of truth. The subject of the sanctuary and the investigative Judgment should be clearly
understood by the people of God. All need a knowledge for themselves of the position and work of
their great High Priest. Otherwise, it will be impossible for them to exercise the faith essential at
this time, or to occupy the position which God designs them to fill.
We are to bear testimony of the great truths which God has committed to us.
The sanctuary in Heaven is the very center of Christ's work in behalf of men.
It concerns every soul living upon the earth.
It opens to our view the plan of redemption, bringing us down to the very close of time, and
revealing the triumphant issue of the contest between righteousness and sin. It is of the utmost
importance that all who have received the light, both old and young, should thoroughly investigate
these subjects, and be able to give an answer to every one that asketh them a reason of the hope
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that is in them.
The intercession of Christ in man's behalf in the sanctuary above is as essential to the plan of
salvation as was his death upon the cross. By his death he began that work which after his
resurrection he ascended to complete in Heaven. We must by faith enter within the vail, "whither
the forerunner is for us entered." There the light from the cross of Calvary is reflected. There we
may gain a clearer insight into the mysteries of redemption. The salvation of man is accomplished
at an infinite expense to Heaven; the sacrifice made is equal to the broadest demands of the
broken law of God. Jesus has opened the way to the Father's throne, and through his mediation
the sincere desire of all who come to him in faith may be presented before God.
"He that covereth his sins shall not prosper;
but whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall have mercy."
[Proverbs 28:13.]
If those who hide and excuse their faults could see how Satan exults over them how he taunts
Christ and holy angels with them, they would make haste to confess their sins and to put them
away. Satan is continually seeking to deceive the followers of Christ with his fatal sophistry that
their defective traits of character render it impossible for them to overcome.
But Jesus pleads in their behalf his wounded hands, his bruised body; and he declares to all
who would follow him, "My grace is sufficient for thee." "Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me;
for I am meek and lowly in heart, and ye shall find rest unto your souls. For my yoke is easy, and
my burden is light." [Matthew 11:29, 30.]
Let none, then, regard their defects as incurable.
God will give faith and grace to overcome them.
All who would have their names retained in the book of life, should now, in the few remaining
days of their probation, afflict their souls before God by sorrow for sin, and true repentance. There
must be deep, faithful searching of heart. The light, frivolous spirit indulged by the majority of
professed Christians must be put away. There is earnest warfare before all who would subdue the
evil tendencies that strive for the mastery.
Solemn are the scenes connected with the closing work of the atonement.
Momentous are the interests therein involved.
The Judgment is now passing in the sanctuary above.
Forty years has this work been in progress.
Soon--none know how soon--it will pass to the cases of the living.
In the awful presence of God our lives are to come up in review.
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At this time above all others it behooves every soul to heed the Saviour's admonition,
"Watch and pray, for ye know not when the time is."
"Watch ye therefore, . . . lest coming suddenly he find you sleeping."
[Mark 13:33, 35, 36.]
"If therefore thou shalt not watch, I will come on thee as a thief;
and thou shalt not know what hour I will come upon thee."
[Revelation 3:3.]
How perilous is the condition of those, who, growing weary of their watch, turn to the
attractions of the world. While the man of business is absorbed in the pursuit of gain, while the
pleasure-lover is seeking indulgence, while the daughter of fashion is arranging her
adornments,--it may be in that hour the Judge of all the earth will pronounce the sentence, "Thou
art weighed in the balances, and art found wanting."
Every soul that has named the name of Christ has a case pending at the heavenly tribunal.
It is court week with us, and the decision passed upon each case
will be final.

THE FEAST OF THE TRUMPETS
The trumpet was not only used as a musical instrument among the ancient Israelites, but it also
filled an important place in their religious and civil ceremonies. It was associated with the entire
life of the children of Israel. It was used on their joyful days and on their solemn days; and at the
beginning of every month it was sounded over their burnt-offerings and their peace-offerings. It
was to be a reminder to the Israelites of the Lord their God.
In obedience to the command of God, Moses made two silver trumpets to be used in calling their
assemblies and in regulating the journeyings of the children of Israel. When the priests blew both
the trumpets, all the people were to assemble at the door of the tabernacle; if one trumpet
sounded, only the princes responded.
The call for summoning to the religious assemblies was different from the sound of an alarm,
which was blown to gather the army for war. God promised that when they blew the alarm for war,
they should "be remembered before the Lord," and should be saved from their enemies.
In the time of Solomon, great skill was shown in the blowing of trumpets, so that the notes from
one hundred and twenty trumpets came forth as "one sound."
When God wished to gather the hosts of Israel at the base of Mt. Sinai to listen to the
proclamation of His holy law, from the midst of the glory of the Lord that covered the mountain,
"the voice of the trumpet exceeding loud" was heard, and the people trembled; and as the "voice
of the trumpet sounded long, and waxed louder and louder," even Moses, that holy man of God,
said, "I exceedingly fear and quake."
God designed that every blast of the trumpet blown by His people, whether for joy or for sorrow,
for worship or for war, should be a memorial, or reminder, of the power of God to comfort, sustain,
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and protect His people; "that they may be to you," He said, "for a memorial before your God: I am
the Lord your God."
Every child of God having full faith in the promises, who went forward and blew the trumpets in
obedience to God's command, beheld the deliverance of the Lord, whether confronted by
obstacles as high as the walls of Jericho, or by enemies as numerous as the hosts of Midian.
While the sound of the trumpet was often heard by the children of Israel, yet there was one day in
each year especially set aside for the purpose of blowing the trumpets. Of this day the Lord said:
"In the seventh month, on the first day of the month, ye shall have a holy convocation; ye shall do
no servile work: it is a day of blowing the trumpets unto you."
Each month of the year ushered in with the sound of the trumpet, and eleven sacrifices were
offered; but on the first day of the seventh month, in addition to the eleven offerings slain the first
of each month, ten other sacrifices were offered. The day was kept as a ceremonial or annual
sabbath, and was one of the seven days of holy convocation connected with the annual feasts.
This Feast of Trumpets was "a memorial." Some have thought it be a memorial of the creation of
the world, as it was celebrated at "the year's end, or revolution of the year," and might have been
a memorial of the time when "all the sons of God shouted for joy" at the creation of the world. Dr.
William Smith says: "The Feast of Trumpets . . . came to be regarded as the anniversary of the
birthday of the world."
It is quite evident that, like the Passover, the Feast of Trumpets was both commemorative and
typical. It came on days before the day of atonement, the type of the great investigative judgment
which opened in 1844, at the end of the long, prophetic period of the twenty-three hundred years
of Dan. 8:14.
In the type the trumpets were blown throughout Israel, warning all of the near approach of the
solemn day of atonement.
In the antitype we should expect some world-wide message to be given in trumpet tones,
announcing the time near when the great antitypical day of atonement, the investigative judgment
would convene in the heavens.
Beginning with the years 1833-34 and extending down to 1844, such a message was given to the
world in trumpet tones, announcing, "The hour of His judgment is come."
William Miller and others, in their study of the declaration in Dam 8: 14, "Unto two thousand and
three hundred days; then shall the sanctuary be cleansed," found that this long prophetic period
would end in 1844.
They failed to connect this text with the ancient typical sanctuary, but applied the term "sanctuary"
to this earth, and taught that in 1844 Christ would come to the earth to cleanse it and judge the
people.
William Miller was joined by hundreds of other ministers in America, who proclaimed his message
with great power. Edward Irving, with many other consecrated men, preached the same in
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England; while Joseph Wolff and others heralded it in Asia and other portions of the world.
During the ten years preceding the tenth day of the seventh month (Jewish time) in 1844, every
civilized nation on the earth heard in trumpet tones the announcement of the message of Rev. 14:
6, 7, "The hour of His judgment is come." This message was due at this period of the world's
history. Paul in his day preached of a "judgment to come," but the burden of the message given
during these years was, "the hour of His judgment is come."
The fact that the men who proclaimed this message misunderstood the full import of it, did not
prevent their fulfilling the antitype of the ancient type.
When the followers of Christ cried before Him, "Blessed be the King that cometh in the name of
the Lord," and spread palm branches in the way, believing that Jesus was entering Jerusalem to
take the earthly kingdom, they fulfilled the prophecy of Zech. 9: 9. If they had known that in a few
days their Lord would hang upon the accursed tree, they could not have fulfilled the prophecy; for
it would have been impossible for them to "rejoice greatly."
In like manner the message due to the world between 1834 and 1844 could never have been
given with the power and joyfulness demanded to fulfil the antitype, if those giving it had
understood that the Saviour, instead of coming to this earth, was to enter the most holy apartment
of the heavenly sanctuary, and begin the work of the investigative judgment.
God hid from their eyes the fact that there were two other messages to be given to the world
before the Lord should come to the earth in power and glory; that He could not come until they
had fulfilled the antitype. Then to comfort them in their disappointment, He allowed them by faith
to look within the heavenly sanctuary, and catch a glimpse of the work of their great High Priest
officiating for them.
The prophet Joel evidently connected the closing work of the gospel on earth with the blowing of
the trumpets, for he writes as follows:-"Blow ye the trumpet in Zion, and sound an alarm in My
holy mountain: let all the inhabitants of the land tremble: for the day of the Lord cometh, for it is
nigh at hand."
The sound of trumpets was heard many times in the past, from the trumpet of the Lord's host
upon Mt. Sinai, when the whole earth shook, to the blast of the rams' horns before the walls of
Jericho.
The time is coming when the trumpet of the Lord will again be heard by mortals, when its notes
will "shake not the earth only, but also heaven." The clear notes of that trumpet will penetrate the
deepest recesses of the earth; and, just as anciently the trumpet summoned all Israel to appear
before the Lord, so every child of God sleeping in the earth will answer the trumpet call, and come
forth to meet his Lord. In old ocean's caverns the clarion tones will be heard, and the sea,
obedient to the call, will give up the dead that are in it. The whole earth will resound with the tread
of the innumerable company of the redeemed, as the living and the resurrected saints gather to
meet their Lord in answer to the summons of the last trumpet call that will be given on this sin
cursed earth. Then all the discordant notes will forever cease, and the redeemed will hear the
Saviour say, "Come, ye blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the
foundation of the world."
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In the ancient typical service, as the people of God met for worship at the beginning of each
month and upon the Sabbath, in obedience to the clear notes of the silver trumpets; in like manner
we can imagine that when the earth is made new, and "from one new moon to another and from
one Sabbath to another" the redeemed assemble to worship before the Lord, it will be in response
to the notes of the heavenly trumpets, of which those used in the ancient service were a type.

TYPE 1:
Lev. 23:24-27. Trumpets blown, announcing that the day of atonement was drawing near.
ANTITYPE 1:
Rev. 14:6,7. The first angel's message announced that the real day of atonement, the judgment,
was at hand.
TYPE 2:
Num. 28:11-15. Many sacrifices were made at the Feast of Trumpets.
ANTITYPE 2:
Heb. 10:32-37. Those who proclaimed the first angel's message sacrificed much; they "took
joyfully the spoiling" of their goods.
TYPE 3:
Num. 10:3-10. The sound of the trumpet assembled Israel to appear before the Lord.
ANTITYPE 3:
1 Cor. 15:51-53. The trumpet of God will summon the saints to meet the Lord when He appears.
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