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OUR PREPARATION FOR THE END

Preparation for the End
At Oswego, New York, September 7, 1850, the Lord showed me that a great work must be
done for His people before they could stand in the battle in the day of the Lord. I was pointed to
those who claim to be Adventists, but who reject the present truth, and saw that they were
crumbling and that the hand of the Lord was in their midst to divide and scatter them now in the
gathering time, so that the precious jewels among them, who have formerly been deceived, may
have their eyes opened to see their true state. And now when the truth is presented to them by
the Lord's messengers, they are prepared to listen, and see its beauty and harmony, and to leave
their former associates and errors, embrace the precious truth and stand where they can define
their position.
I saw that those who oppose the Sabbath of the Lord could not take the Bible and show that
our position is incorrect; therefore they would slander those who believe and teach the truth and
would attack their characters. Many who were once conscientious and loved God and His Word
have become so hardened by rejecting the light of truth that they do not hesitate to wickedly
misrepresent and falsely accuse those who love the holy Sabbath, if by so doing they can injure
the influence of those who fearlessly declare the truth. But these things will not hinder the work of
God. In fact, this course pursued by those who hate the truth will be the very means of opening
the eyes of some. Every jewel will be brought out and gathered, for the hand of the Lord is set to
recover the remnant of His people, and He will accomplish the work gloriously.
We who believe the truth should be very careful to give no occasion for our good to be evil
spoken of. We should know that every step we take is in accordance with the Bible; for those who
hate the commandments of God will triumph over our missteps and faults, as the wicked did in
1843.
May 14, 1851, I saw the beauty and loveliness of Jesus. As I beheld His glory, the thought did
not occur to me that I should ever be separated from His presence. I saw a light coming from the
glory that encircled the Father, and as it approached near to me, my body trembled and shook like
a leaf. I thought that if it should come near me I would be struck out of existence, but the light
passed me. Then could I have some sense of the great and terrible God with whom we have to
do. I saw then what faint views some have of the holiness of God, and how much they take His
holy and reverend name in vain, without realizing that it is God, the great and terrible God, of
whom they are speaking. While praying, many use careless and irreverent expressions, which
grieve the tender Spirit of the Lord and cause their petitions to be shut out of heaven.

I also saw that many do not realize what they must be in order to live in the sight of the Lord
without a high priest in the sanctuary through the time of trouble. Those who receive the seal of
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the living God and are protected in the time of trouble must reflect the image of Jesus fully.
I saw that many were neglecting the preparation so needful and were looking to the time of
"refreshing" and the "latter rain" to fit them to stand in the day of the Lord and to live in His sight.
Oh, how many I saw in the time of trouble without a shelter! They had neglected the needful
preparation; therefore they could not receive the refreshing that all must have to fit them to live in
the sight of a holy God. Those who refuse to be hewed by the prophets and fail to purify their
souls in obeying the whole truth, and who are willing to believe that their condition is far better
than it really is, will come up to the time of the falling of the plagues, and then see that they
needed to be hewed and squared for the building. But there will be no time then to do it and no
Mediator to plead their cause before the Father. Before this time the awfully solemn declaration
has gone forth, "He that is unjust, let him be unjust still: and he which is filthy, let him be filthy still:
and he that is righteous, let him be righteous still: and he that is holy, let him be holy still." I saw
that none could share the "refreshing" unless they obtain the victory over every besetment, over
pride, selfishness, love of the world, and over every wrong word and action. We should, therefore,
be drawing nearer and nearer to the Lord and be earnestly seeking that preparation necessary to
enable us to stand in the battle in the day of the Lord. Let all remember that God is holy and that
none but holy beings can ever dwell in His presence.

What That Preparation Must Be
To us has been given the message of Christ's soon coming. At the ascension of our Lord,
angels stood beside the disciples, and with them watched the Saviour as He passed into the
heavens. Then they turned to the disciples with the word, "This same Jesus, which is taken up
from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen Him go into heaven."
Are we preparing for this great event? Are we preparing to meet the Saviour in peace, or are
we absorbed in worldly business and pleasure? In the judgment, the question will not be, What
profession did you make? but, What have you done for Me? What fruit have you borne to My
glory? Now is the time to prepare for the coming King.
As John saw the multitude standing around the throne of God, the question was asked, "What
are these which are arrayed in white robes? and whence came they?" The angel answered,
"These are they which came out of great tribulation, and have washed their robes, and made them
white in the blood of the Lamb." At infinite cost a fountain has been prepared for our cleansing. If
we now wash our robes of character at this fountain, God will give us a place in the mansions that
are being prepared for those who love Him.

His Robe of Righteousness
Only the covering which Christ Himself has provided can make us meet to appear in God's
presence. This covering, the robe of His own righteousness, Christ will put upon every repenting,
believing soul. "I counsel thee," He says, "to buy of Me . . . white raiment, that thou mayest be
clothed, and that the shame of thy nakedness do not appear."
This robe, woven in the loom of heaven, has in it not one thread of human devising. Christ in
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His humanity wrought out a perfect character, and this character He offers to impart to us. "All our
righteousnesses are as filthy rags." Everything that we of ourselves can do is defiled by sin. But
the Son of God was "manifested to take away our sins; and in Him is no sin." Sin is defined to be
"the transgression of the law." But Christ was obedient to every requirement of the law. He said of
Himself, "I delight to do Thy will, O My God; yea, Thy law is within My heart." When on earth He
said to His disciples, "I have kept My Father's commandments." By His perfect obedience, He has
made it possible for every human being to obey God's commandments. When we submit
ourselves to Christ the heart is united with His heart; the will is merged in His will; the mind
becomes one with His mind; the thoughts are brought into captivity to Him; we live His life. This is
what it means to be clothed with the garment of His righteousness. Then, as the Lord looks upon
us, He sees, not the fig-leaf garment, not the nakedness and deformity of sin, but His own robe of
righteousness, which is perfect obedience to the law of Jehovah.

What the Judgment Will Reveal
Sad will be the retrospect in that day when men stand face to face with eternity. The whole life
will present itself just as it has been. The world's pleasures, riches, and honors will not then seem
so important. Men will then see that the righteousness they despised is alone of value. They will
see that they have fashioned their characters under the deceptive allurements of Satan. The
garments they have chosen are the badge of their allegiance to the first great apostate. Then they
will see the results of their choice. They will have a knowledge of what it means to transgress the
commandments of God.
There will be no second probation in which to prepare for eternity. It is in this life that we are to
put on the robe of Christ's righteousness. This is our only opportunity to form characters for the
home which Christ has made ready for those who obey His commandments.
The days of our probation are fast closing. The end is near. Solemnly there come down to us
through the centuries the warning words of our Lord from the Mount of Olives: "Take heed to
yourselves, lest at any time your hearts be overcharged with surfeiting, and drunkenness, and
cares of this life, and so that day come upon you unawares." Beware lest it find you unready. Take
heed lest you be found at the King's feast without a wedding garment. "In such an hour as ye think
not the Son of Man cometh." "Blessed is he that watcheth, and keepeth his garments, lest he walk
naked, and they see his shame." "Watch ye therefore, and pray always, that ye may be accounted
worthy to escape all these things that shall come to pass, and to stand before the Son of Man."

HEAR AND REMEMBER HIS WORDS
Before his crucifixion, the Saviour explained to his disciples that he was to be put to death, and to
rise again from the tomb; and angels were present to impress his words on minds and hearts. But
the disciples were looking for temporal deliverance from the Roman yoke, and they could not
tolerate the thought that He in whom all their hopes centered should suffer an ignominious death.
The words which they needed to remember were banished from their minds; and when the time of
trial came, it found them unprepared. The death of Jesus as fully destroyed their hopes as if he
had not forewarned them. So in the prophecies the future is opened before us as plainly as it was
opened to the disciples by the words of Christ. The events connected with the close of probation
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and the work of preparation for the time of trouble, are clearly presented. But multitudes have no
more understanding of these important truths than if they had never been revealed. Satan
watches to catch away every impression that would make them wise unto salvation, and the time
of trouble will find them unready.
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